EVELYN'S   FRIENDS
on the Church of England's doctrine concerning the
Eucharist. Philip Dumaresque, having received one
of Evelyn's books, relates his experiences in planting
trees. Many others could be added to the list. The
ingenious, the artistic, the inventors and collectors,
as well as gardeners and foresters were attracted to
him and wanted his advice.
Small wonder that he was drawn to such a man as
the extraordinary Sir William Petty. Under the date
22nd March, 1674-5, the diarist records that he
supped with Sir William and divers honourable
persons. The revising pen adds to this a very long
biographical sketch which exhibits Petty in perhaps a
rather more favourable light than he deserves,
although he certainly seems to have been something
of a genius.
With Sir Stephen Fox Evelyn had both social and
official relations. In the Diary he gives a short
biographical sketch of this remarkable man who
started as a Salisbury choir-boy, amassed a large
fortune "honestly got and unenvied. With all his
success he continued to be humble. He Is generous
and lives honourably of a sweet nature, well spoken,
well bred, and is so highly in his Majesty's esteem/5
As the Lord Keeper, Sir Francis North (afterwards
Lord Guildford), was not only 'learned/3 "ingenious"
and "of sweet disposition," but also "very skilful in
music-painting, the new philosophy and politer
studies," It was only natural that Evelyn should have
been attracted by him, should have visited him and
dined with him. We get another glimpse of Sayes
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